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Constitution

Article I – Name

Section 1 – The name of this organization shall be Ridgewood Community High School Student Council.

Section 2- All candidates for the executive office shall not have any out of school suspensions.

Article II – General Purposes & Responsibilities of the Elected Representatives

Section 1 – To represent fairly & voice the opinions & desires of the student body, serving as a link between the students, administration, & faculty.

Section 2 – To develop & practice good citizenship.

Section 3 – To represent Ridgewood High School creditably in the community & in relationships with other schools.

Section 4 – To coordinate the election process of officers & representatives to Student Council & Class Councils.

Section 5 – To approve all clubs/class fundraisers within our jurisdiction.

Section 6 – To provide participatory & leadership opportunities for all students.

Section 7 – To coordinate & involve the entire Ridgewood community in community service projects.

Section 8 – To organize, coordinate & supervise all activities during Homecoming week.

Article III – Membership & Privileges

A. General Membership

Section 1 – All registered students of Ridgewood High School shall be members of Student Council.

B. Voting Membership

Section 1 – Each class shall elect five representatives.

Section 2 – Each chartered organization within the school shall elect two representatives.

Section 3 – Each representative should express the views of the group that he or she represents.

Section 4 – Each representative shall have no more than one vote.

Section 5 – A representative from any class or club may only represent one class or club at a Student Council meeting.

Section 6 – Any General Member who attends five consecutive meetings has the option to make a motion to receive voting privileges.

Section 7 – Any eligible General Member shall have no more than one vote.

C. Voting & Motion Privileges

Section 1 – Each class must have at least two representatives present at every meeting.  Each club must have at least one representatives present at every meeting.

Section 2 – If at any meeting, a class or club has less than the required representatives present, their voting privileges & their ability to raise motions will be suspended.

Section 3 – To restore full privileges, the class or club must have the required representatives present at three consecutive meetings.  Privileges will be restored at the third meeting.

Section 4 – A general member must continue to attend meetings to keep voting privileges.  If absent three consecutive days without excuse, the member’s voting privileges will be revoked.

Section 5 - Once voting privileges are revoked from a general member, the member will not be able to restore them until the following school year.

Section 6 - Certain clubs (special clubs) that do not have elected officers or representatives are not required to have a representative present at meetings.

Section 7 - If a club that does not have representatives wants to engage in a school activity that requires Student Council approval, the club must create a representative.  The club will no longer be recognized as a special club under Section 6, and the club must have a representative present at every meeting.
Article IV – Officers & Elections

Section 1 – The elected officers should be president, vice-president, secretary, treasurer, reporter/historian, & commissioner.

Section 2 – a. There shall be one parliamentarian chosen by the highest score on the parliamentary exam.  The parliamentarian shall be a member of the executive board.

b. There shall be one social director chosen by a vote in Student Council. The social director shall be a member of the executive board.

Section 3 – Qualifications for officers & representatives shall be outlined in the bylaws.

Section 4 – The candidates for President and Vice President must give a speech stating their platform and intentions. Election of officers & representatives shall be held as specified in the bylaws.

Section 5 – Duties & responsibilities of the officers & representatives shall be as outlined in the bylaws.

Article V – Committees

Section 1 – Standing committees shall be organized at the next regular meeting following installation of officers & shall function throughout the year.  Membership is required to secure voting privileges.

Section 2 – Special committees shall be established by the executive board.  Membership is open to all representatives.

Article VI – Meetings

Section 1 – The regular meetings of representatives shall be held once a week.

Section 2 – All meetings shall be open to any interested student or faculty member with full speaking privileges.

Section 3 – Business shall not be transacted without the presence of a quorum.

Section 4 – A quorum shall consist of five executive officers & ten representatives.

Section 5 – Special meetings may be called as necessary by the president or advisors.

Section 6 – In all matters not specifically expressed in the Constitution, the parliamentary authority shall be the Roberts Rules of Order, newly revised.

Section 7 – All executive board members must be present within ten minutes of the scheduled starting time of an executive board meeting or a representative meeting.  Failure to be present within this time will result in an unexcused absence.
Article VI – Advisors

Section 1 – The advisors hold the important position of instructing & advising the representatives & serving as another link between the representatives & the administration & outside organizations.

Section 2 – It is the responsibility of the advisors:

a) To express their viewpoints as adult faculty members as to the reception of the student council’s proposals by the community, the student body, faculty, & administration.

b) To be guided by the knowledge that the experience in self government is one of the most important benefits a student can receive & should understand that the individual can, at times, gain from experiencing failure as well as success.

c) To attend each regular, special, & executive meeting.  There shall be an appointed substitute.

d) To organize with the executive committee, an informational meeting for all executive board & class representative candidates.

Section 3 – The advisors shall have no vote.

Section 4 – Two advisors shall be appointed by the Superintendent upon recommendation of the representatives.  In the event that the recommendation is not accepted, the representatives shall submit another recommendation to the Superintendent.

Section 5 – The term of office shall be left to the discretion of the Superintendent.

Article VIII – Bylaws

Section 1 – The bylaws shall be established by the representatives for further elaboration of the constitution.

Section 2 – The bylaws shall not be contrary to the constitution.

Section 3 – The bylaws shall be reviewed yearly by the executive board.

Section 4 – The amending of the bylaws:

a) The bylaws shall be amended at any regular meeting

b) The proposed amendment shall be approved by two-thirds majority of the representatives voting on the amendment.

Section 5- Officer Qualifications

a. Any person elected to the offices of the executive board shall serve on any other executive board.

Article IX – Adoption & Amendment Procedures

Section 1 – Ratification of the Constitution:

a) The constitution shall be approved by three-fourths (3/4) of the representatives present.

Section 2 – Amending the Constitution:

a) Proposing the amendment

· Amendments to the Constitution shall be submitted in writing to the representatives at a regular meeting.  The proposed amendment shall be read at this meeting & no discussion to follow shall take place.

· Copies of the proposed amendment shall be distributed to the representatives present, class advisors, & club faculty sponsors.

b) Ratification:

· The amendment must be ratified within two weeks of the proposal by 2/3 of voting representatives present.

Bylaws

Article I – Qualifications

Section 1 – All members of the representative body are encouraged to attend a pre-election workshop on the Student Council.

Section 2 – All candidates for the executive office must attend the pre-election workshop on Student Council.

Article II – Elections

Section 1 – Election of officers & representatives shall be held no later than April 30.

Section 2 – Nomination by petition:

a) The executive board shall determine the due date for the petitions.

b) Petitions shall be obtained from the election committee.

c) All candidates shall submit a petition with twenty valid signatures.

d) Candidates for offices of the executive board shall obtain petition signatures from any member of the student body.

e) In order for the petitions of the officers to be valid, candidates shall have no name appearing on their petition that also appears on the petition of a candidate for the same office.

Section 3 – If petitions are satisfactory, the student shall be informed as to his or her eligibility.

Section 4 – There shall be one cycle of campaigning under the direction & supervision of the executive officers & advisors.

Section 5 – The executive board shall publish, at the executive candidate’s request, his short essay stating his platform & intentions.

Section 6 – Voting:

a) Voting shall be by secret ballot at the time & place designed by the election committee.

b) Seniors shall not vote in the election.

c) Tally of votes shall be made by the election committee & advisors.

d) The candidates receiving majority of the votes shall be declared the winners in an announcement by the executive committee.

Section 7 – All officers & representatives shall be installed at the first regular meeting in May after having served a period of internship from election to installation with past officers & representatives.

Section 8 – Class Councils:

a) Executives:

· The Class Council executives shall consist of president, vice-president, secretary, treasurer, & five student council representatives.

· The freshman, sophomores, & juniors shall elect their executives no later than April 30

· The incoming freshman shall elect their executives no later than September 30.

b) Petitions:

-
Candidates for the Class Council executives and representatives shall obtain petitions from the Student Council.

-
Candidates for class councils and class representatives shall obtain signatures from members of their respective classes only.

-
In order for petitions of the class executives to be valid, candidates shall have no name appearing on their petition that also appears on the petition of a candidate for the same office of the respective class.

-
In order for petitions of the class representatives to be valid, candidates shall have no name appearing on more than five petitions of candidates for class representatives.

-
Seniors shall not sign petitions.

Article III – Vacancies

Section 1 – The executive board shall fill any vacancies in any office except president temporarily and shall call any special elections as may be necessary.

Section 2 – In the event of a vacancy in the ranks of class or club representative the remaining class or club representatives shall within two weeks fill the vacancy.

a.)
This representative shall receive no vote until he has performed the tasks outlined in the bylaws.

b.)  
If these rules are not followed the class with the vacancy shall lose that representative seat.

Section 3 – A vacancy in the office of president of the Student Council shall be filled by the succession to the presidency of the vice-president.

Article IV – Removal from Office

Section 1 – Any officer, representative, or committee member shall be subject to removal in the individual:

a.)
Has been absent without excuse from 3 consecutive meetings.

b.)
Neglects assigned responsibilities, and

c.)
Misuses his or her office.

Section 2 – The Executive Board shall bear arguments for instituting impeachment of an individual at any executive meeting.

Section 3 – Those brought for judgment shall be notified in writing prior to the regular meeting date.

Section 4 – Impeachment proceedings do not need a motion and a second.

Section 5 – After hearing both sides, the person in question shall be asked to leave the room when the secret ballot of the representatives in to be cast.

Section 6 – It requires a 2/3 vote of the voting representatives present for removal of office.

Article V - Duties & Responsibilities of Officers  & Representatives

Section 1 – The president shall:

-
Preside over all council meetings.

-
Have the power to veto any resolution or motion which he or she deems improper.  A 2/3 vote of the representatives is necessary to over-ride the veto.  The president shall, upon veto, present the Council with a written statement stating the reasons for his or her decision.

-
Call special meetings when needed.

-
In general be responsible for the Council activities.

-
Vote only in the case of tie or secret ballot.

Section 2 – The vice-president shall:

-
Assume the responsibilities of the president in his/her absence.

-
Chair the bulletin board committee.

-
Prepare a report on any individual facing impeachment or any club facing voting suspension.
Section 3 – The secretary shall:

-
Keep accurate minutes of each regular, executive, and special meeting and prepare permanent copies for distribution to representatives, advisors, administration, and students.

-
Maintain a permanent record of the meeting minutes.

-
Be responsible for all official correspondence pertaining to the council.

-
Keep a file of all official student council correspondence.

-
Prepare copies of necessary materials for every meeting.

Section 4 – The treasurer shall:

-
Keep an accurate and current account of receipts and disbursements of the council.

-
Report the financial condition of the council at every regular meeting and be subject to examination of accounts upon request.

-
Assist in preparing a budget for coming year.

-
Submit a budget audit at the end of the year.

-
Chair the Super Sibling program.

Section 5 – The reporter/historian shall:

-
Write all articles for the school newspaper as needed or requested by the Executive Board.

-
Write all articles and documents informing the local newspapers of notable events of the Student Council.

-
Collect all information on any and all Council events or significant school activity.

-
Be responsible for taking attendance at meetings and maintaining a permanent record both in a roster book and on the bulletin board.

-
Determine which organizations have voting privileges at each meeting.  List all qualifying organizations at the beginning of each meeting.  See Article III, Section C.

-
Chair the photography/scrapbook committee.

Section 6 – The commissioner shall:

-
Be responsible for coordinating with the parents club with regards to the sale of concessions.

-
Chair the publicity committee.

Section 7 – The parliamentarian shall:

-
Coordinate the freshman mixer.

-
Chair the elections committee.

-
Be knowledgeable of Robert’s Rules of Order.

-
Chair the Honor Points System.

-
The Parliamentarian or his/her designee will take attendance at Student Council Events.

Section 8 – The representative shall:

-
Follow the guidelines as stated in Article III, Section C of the Constitution.

-
Attend regular and special meetings of the student council.

-
Report to their respective groups as to the developments of the council.

-
Present to the council any problems or suggestions given to them by their respective groups.

-
Serve on committees as appointed by the executive board.

-
Participate in the activities of the representatives.

- The social director shall: Organize at least one new activity per semester for Student Council to take part in. The social director shall be responsible for consulting with the student council sponsors before proposing any social event.
Article VI – Committees & Responsibilities 

Section 1 – The Standing Committees:

The bulletin board committee shall:

-
be chaired by the vice-president.

-
design and update the student council bulletin board in order to keep the student body aware of events and activities.

-
update regularly the calendar, committee messages, and news.

The photography/scrapbook committee shall:

-
be chaired by the reporter/historian.

-
be responsible for taking pictures at all student council events.

-
have the responsibility to give pictures to the bulletin board committee.

-
make a scrapbook of photos, newspaper clippings, and other articles to help document the events.

The publicity committee shall:

-
be chaired by the commissioner.

-
be responsible for publicizing all student council events through posters and announcements.

The super sibling committee shall:

-
be chaired by the treasurer.

-
be responsible for signups for interested seniors & juniors in May.

-
be responsible for signups for freshman at freshman orientation.

-
match up freshman with upperclassmen& communicating these matches with all involved students.

-
organize an initial meeting for freshman to meet their supersibling(s).

-
organize social events throughout the year.

The election committee shall:

-
be chaired by the parliamentarian.

-
yearly review the election rules and procedures.

-
make recommendations for changes to the representatives.

-
be responsible for validating petition signatures.

-
count ballots and announce election results.

The Honor Points System Committee shall:

· to be chaired by the Parliamentarian

-
the members will consist of the other six officers on the executive board

- 
responsible for attendance at every student council event

- 
responsible to keep track of all points every individual collects

- 
responsible to give a point value to every event

Section 2 – Special committees shall be established when necessary whose chairmen and members shall be appointed by the executive board.

Section 3 – All committees shall select a secretary to keep a permanent record of the meetings of the committees.

Section 4 – The committee chairman shall be prepared to report on the activities of the committee at each regular meeting.

Article VII – Chartering of Clubs & Organizations

Section 1 – No activity or organization shall be formed until processed by the Executive Board.

Section 2 – At the time of application, each group shall:

-
state its purpose;

-
present a set of rules and regulations by which it proposes to govern itself;

-
present a list of advisors or persons responsible for the group;

-
give the name of their representative to the Student Council;

-
make a tentative list of yearly events, and

-
prepare a budget for the coming year.

Section 3 – If the application for charter is granted by the representatives, a charter good for one year shall be issued.  Each club is responsible for submitting a budget audit at the end of the school year.

Section 4 – A club charter is subject to revocation if for any reason the Council feels the club is not benefiting the student body, or not fulfilling its obligation as outlined in Article VII of the bylaws.  A charter review must be brought up through the Executive Board and revocation must be supported by ¾ of the voting representatives present.

Article VIII – Activities

Section 1 - All clubs and organization planning to hold events shall apply to the Executive Board for possible calendar dates.

Section 2 - Application shall be by means of the Activity Request Forms and the Facility Request Forms prepared by the clubs/classes.

Section 3 - Request Forms must be received by the Executive Board no later than three weeks prior to the event.

Section 4 - All activities must be approved by the Student Council.

Article IX – Finance

Section 1 – The Student Council shall derive its financial support by the following means:

-
supervision of Homecoming

-
The Student Council reserves the right to resort to the holding of special events and selling of special articles during the course of the year for additional revenue, with the consent of the representatives.

Article X – Homecoming 
Section 1 – Parade

Section 2 – Dance

Section 3 – Night Rally/Royalty

Section 4 – Women’s Flag Football
Section 5 – Pep Assembly

Section 6 – Sprit Week

Article XI – The Honor Points System
Section 1 – The purpose of this point system is to remove members of Student Council who do not participate or help in Student Council related activities and honor those members who do participate.

Section 2 – Amount of points received for the following activities in Student Council will be:

Attendance at general meetings:


1

Attendance at executive board meetings:
1

Attendance at committee meetings:

1

Attendance at in school functions:

1-2

Set-up/Tear-down for functions:


2-3

Volunteer Work:




1-2

Workshops:




3-5

NED Convention:



2

State Convention:



3-5

Committee Chair:



1-2

Homecoming Activities:





to be determined by Point System Committee

Other:







to be determined by Point System Committee

Section 3 – Certain activities will be considered as mandatory activities and attendance at these functions is required.

Section 4 – If a Student Council member does not attend a mandatory function, the point value of the function will be subtracted from the member’s point total.

Section 5 – If a Student Council member announces his/her participation in a future, non-mandatory event and he/she fails to attend, the point value of the event will be subtracted from the point total.

Section 6 – Point requirements for each quarter will be announced at the beginning of each quarter.

Section 7 – The parliamentarian will be in charge of the Honor Point Committee.  The other members of the committee will be the other six executive board members. 

Section 8 – Point requirements will differ from each member category:

-
Executive Board Members need to have 1.5 times the regular point requirement

-
Representative & General Members will have the regular point requirement

Section 9 – Council members will be evaluated at the end of each quarter.  If they do mot meet the point requirements, they will be put on probation.  If after the end of the next quarter they once again fail to meet the point quotas, they will be removed from council.

Section 10 – Consideration of point totals will be made when choosing in-quota delegates to the state convention, other limited activities, prices for t-shirts, and chairperson positions.

CONSTITUTIONAL CHANGES

· Article IV – Section 2

· There shall be one social director chosen by a vote in Student Council.

· The social director shall be a member of the executive board.

· Bylaws – Article 1 – Section 3

· All candidates for the executive office can not have any out of school suspensions.

· Bylaws – Article II – Section 5

· The candidates for President and Vice President must give a speech stating their platform and intentions.

· Bylaws – Article V – Section 8

· The social director shall:

· Organize at least one new activity per semester for Student Council to take part in.

· Be responsible for coordinating with the Student Council sponsors about the whereabouts of the activities.
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